
What Does Exclusion From Society Mean?
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What Does it Mean to Live at Home?
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What Does it Mean to Live Isolated?
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How do We Want to Live?

• We want to live included in Society
• We want to be treated as equal citizens 
• We want equal opportunities
• We want to participate in regular life
• We want to make choices
• …
• …



What are we doing in Europe?

• We do not accept those institutions any 
longer where people cannot live a live 
in dignity

• We accept the challenge of living in the 
community = de- institutionalisation

• We founded the “European Coalition of 
Community Living” ��� � ECCL



What is ECCL?

The European Coalition for Community 
Living is a Europe-wide initiative working 
towards the social inclusion of people with 
disabilities by promoting the provision of 
comprehensive, quality community-based 
services as an alternative to 
institutionalisation.



Our definition of the term “institution”

“An institution is any place in which people 
who have been labeled as having a disability 
are isolated, segregated and/or compelled to 
live together. An institution is also any place 
in which people do not have, or are not 
allowed to exercise control over their lives 
and their day-to-day decisions. An institution
is not defined merely by its size.”



Our mission

The European Coalition for Community Living 
advocates for and monitors progress towards 
de-institutionalisation in Europe, campaigns
for and provides information on, the 
development of comprehensive, quality 
community-based services and de-
institutionalisation.



How do we work?

• Cross-disability initiative
• Included in Society project
• Management Partners 

– Autism Europe, the Center for Policy Studies of the  Central 
European University, the European Disability Forum,  the 
European Network of Independent Living, Inclusion E urope, 
Mental Health Europe and the Open Society Mental He alth 
Initiative

• ECCL members 
– a network of organisations and individuals with a c ommon 

goal
– important role in promoting ECCL’s mission and part icipating 

in policy development and activities
• Target groups

– local, national and regional authorities, EU, CoE, disability 
and other NGOs, service provider organisations and staff of 
the existing institutions
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Our long-term objectives

• Disabled people have the same opportunities as 
other citizens to exercise their rights and 
participate fully in the society in which they live .

• Comprehensive, quality community-based 
alternatives to institutional care are available an d 
accessible to all disabled people.

• All stakeholders are involved in establishing 
appropriate community-based services and in 
developing policies to support them.

�



• Services are designed and provided on the 
basis of individual’s rights and requirements, 
and controlled by the individual with 
disabilities and/or their family when 
appropriate.

• The principles for positive change (respect, 
choice, participation, independence and 
regional/local responsibility) are central to 
any action taken in relation to planning, 
providing and reviewing community-based 
services.

Our long-term objectives
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• Peer support and advocacy efforts of 
user organisations are supported 
and encouraged.

• User organisations and their 
representatives are involved in 
developing policies for community-
based services and directly engaged 
in the planning of these services.

Our long-term objectives



Our strategic objectives

• Advocate for the development and implementation 
of policies and action plans that promote 
community inclusion and the development of 
community support systems as an alternative to 
institutions.

• Promote the Commitment to Stop the Building of 
New Institutions.

• Raise public awareness about human rights 
violations perpetrated in institutions for people w ith 
disabilities in Europe.

• Promote the development of comprehensive, 
quality community-based services.
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• Advocate for independent systems of quality 
monitoring and accountability in the delivery 
of services.

• Build a strong and dynamic coalition.
• Build effective relationships with relevant 

stakeholders.
• Support disability organisations, service 

providers and governments in their efforts to 
provide comprehensive, quality community-
based services.

• Ensure financial sustainability.

Our strategic objectives

ECCL’s Strategic Plan 2006 - 2008



ECCL’s activities in ’06/’07

• ECCL Seminars
– The Right to Live in the Community, 17 May 2006, Br ussels
– ECCL Seminar 2007

• Annual Report 2006
– Children and Young People with Disabilities in Resi dential 

Institutions
– Policy Paper on The Right of Disabled Children to L ive in the 

Community
• Signature collection campaign

– Commitment to develop quality, comprehensive commun ity-
based services and stop the building of new long-st ay 
institutions
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• Increasing the number of ECCL members

• Collection of country-by-country information
• Collection and distribution of good practices

• Cooperation with the EDF Community Living 
Task Force and other de-institutionalisation 
initiatives

• Increasing ECCL’s visibility

• Newsletter
• Website www.community-living.info

ECCL’s activities in ’06/’07



European Coalition for Community Living
c/o Inclusion Europe

Galeries de la Toison d’Or
29 Chaussée d’Ixelles #393/32

B-1050 Brussels, Belgium
Phone: (+36 1) 235 6184 ···· Fax: (+ 36 1) 235 6170

coordinator@community-living.info

www.community-living.info



You have the right:
• to be treated as 

full member of 
society

• to have peers, friends
without disability

• to whittle a branch
if your friends do so

• to be included at school, in the labour market, 
in your family, in the same leisure activities like  
your neighbours, …

Living Included in Society Means



It means

• to live like other 
citizens

• to make your own 
day-to-day-decisions

e.g. to decide what
you like to eat or 
even cook

What does Social Inclusion Mean?



It means
• to have neighbours
• to live in a flat
• to make plans about 

the furniture, curtain, 
etc.

• to have the support you 
need on an individual 
basis

• …

What does Social Inclusion Mean?



State Parties to this Convention will ensure that

• disabled people can choose their place of 
residence and where and with whom they live 
on an equal basis with others 

• they are not obliged to live in a particular 
living arrangement

��� �

What does the new UN Convention say?
(Article 19)



• they have access to a range of in-home, 
residential and other community support 
services, personal assistance to prevent 
isolation or segregation from the community

• all community services and facilities are 
available and responsive to the needs of 
people with disabilities.

What does the new UN Convention say?
(Article 19)



Let’s work 
all together

for this change

!

What will the new UN Convention mean for 
people living in institutions of bad quality?
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