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Diagnosis – meeting the problem

Professionals need to 
consider carefully 
what a diagnosis will 
mean to parents

� Breaking the news
� When there is no 

clear diagnosis



Living with difference

Parents become very 
capable with 
handling the 
differences in their 
child. Reactions of 
others can 
sometimes be a 
shock.

� Siblings
� Relatives and others



Intervention – assessments 
and treatments

Professionals need to give 
parents as much 
information as possible, 
and value their 
experience so that all 
can work together.

� Medical
� Educational



What kind of schooling is 
most suitable?

• Being included in 
your school and 
class is so important 
for a child’s social 
and emotional 
development.

� Mainstream or 
Special

� Communicating



Preparing for life as an adult

• Inclusion is even more 
important as you 
become ‘grown up’, but 
support and funding 
may be harder to find.

� Transition
� Mental and
physical health



Facing the future

Parents need support 
in preparing for their 
children’s separation 
from them

� Home
� Social networks and 

support


