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� Language – 11 official languages; 
� Massive unemployment – 40%;
� Poverty – High unemployment;
� Large distances – SA covers an area of 1.22 

million square kilometres. 5 times larger than Great 
Britain and 3 times larges than the state of Texas in 
USA;

� Population – 43 million people of which 77% black, 
11% white, 9% coloured and 3% Asian

� Diverse culture -
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� Discrimination in all 
forms and;

� Negative Attitudes 
of community 
members and 
professionals;
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� Trust their own instincts;
� Challenge professionals;
� Believe in your child potential – the sky is not 

the limit;
� Ask questions;
� Don’t just accept what they are told;
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“The lives of many people with disabilities are 
restricted and diminished more by the 
negative attitudes, beliefs and prejudice of 
their neighbours and local community
than by their own limitations (Buckley, Bird : 
1992).
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� “My child is ten years old and he has Down 
Syndrome. His father does not want to care for him 
and I care for him alone. My neighbours do not let 
their children play with him and he plays alone in the 
house.” (Christine Makulumo, Zimbabwe)

� “If I had a child like that I would kill it – it is not 
worthy of living” (Community Member Free State, 
South Africa)

� “The best thing you can do for your baby is place 
him in an institution and carry on with your life” (Dr 
to patient South Africa)



� “The majority of our parents who want to exercise 
their right in terms of the South African Schools Act 
to send their son or daughter with Down Syndrome 
to the ordinary local school, are being traumatised, 
pressurised and treated inhumanely by school 
principals and governing bodies. Very few adults 
with Down Syndrome who have completed their 
schooling have any hope of ever entering the open 
labour market and exercise their right to work. Many 
families in especially disadvantaged communities 
have to face the real danger that their children may 
never have access to quality services or education. 
Many families with a child with an intellectual 
disability continue to be marginalised and excluded 
from their local community life.” (Down Syndrome 
South Africa: 1998)
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� Parent advocacy – movement in SA for 
inclusive education;

� Parent involvement historically – given very 
little recognition;

� This groundbreaking work paved the way for 
parents;
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� SA Consitution
� SA Schools Act

African Decade for persons with disabilities 
2000-2009 is also an important mechanism 
and is aimed at empowerment and improving 
the conditions of people with disabilities.
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� Both very strong organisation is striving for 
the rights of individuals with Intellectual 
disabilities and their families;

� Advocacy and lobby groups;
� Empowerment and awareness workshops
� Focus on poverty and inclusion;
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We get:

� Respect;
� Tolerance;
� Understanding and finally

……………..ACCEPTANCE!



������#!��$���%&$������%�'�!�$��
�$�#"�%!(


